
    

 

 
 
 
 
 

Growth Group Discussion Questions 
Lesson:  OVERCOMING MISTAKES (DESIRES OUT OF CONTROL) 

Key Bible Verses: Judges 14:1-3; Judges 16:1-30; James 1:13-15                                                   

Spring Quarter - Lesson 5 - Week of May 2, 2021 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

1. What is one of your hobbies? 

2. What is God teaching you right now? 

DISCUSSION 

We have all made mistakes in our lives and perhaps there have been times when we did not live our 

lives under control.  After a rough start, Samson led Israel as a judge for 20 years without much of a 

blemish being recorded.  Then after 20 years, he made two bad choices.  The first choice was to go 

and spend the night with a prostitute.  The second choice was to move in and live with a woman who 

did not know God.  Samson’s first marriage ended in disaster with the death of his wife and her family 

because of his actions.  His desire for revenge caused others to pay a very high price.   

1. What makes it possible for us to have a long period of faithfulness to God and then turn away 

to do our own thing?  

2. Have you ever had a desire for revenge and it pushed you further than you expected it to go? 

3. What do you think is one of the most dangerous desires a person can have? 

Judges 14:1-3 (NIV): “Samson went down to Timnah and saw there a young Philistine woman.  When 

he returned, he said to his father and mother, ‘I have seen a Philistine woman in Timnah; now get her 

for me as my wife.’  His father and mother replied, ‘Isn’t there an acceptable woman among your 

relatives or among all our people?  Must you go to the uncircumcised Philistines to get a wife?’  But 

Samson said to his father, ‘Get her for me. She’s the right one for me.’” 

1. Why do you think Samson wanted this Philistine woman? Why do you think his parents 

objected? 

2. How big of a role should a person’s religious faith affect another person’s decision to fall in 

love with him or her? 

3. How difficult is it for our desires to overrule our common sense?  Why do you think that is the 

case? 

Read Judges 16:4-6. 

1. Why do you think Samson fell in love with Delilah?   

2. Who had the real control in this relationship and why? 
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James 1:13-15 (NIV): “When tempted, no one should say, ‘God is tempting me.’ For God cannot be 

tempted by evil, nor does He tempt anyone; but each person is tempted when they are dragged away 

by their own evil desire and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, 

when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.” 

Read Judges 16:6-22. 

1. Why do you think Samson seems to miss what appears to be obvious to everyone else? 

2. What makes it difficult to see truth when others are trying to tell it to us?  When did you 

choose not to see truth? 

3. Why do you think God put up with Samson’s acts of disobedience for so long? After all, as a 

chosen judge, Samson should have known better. 

Read Judges 16:23-30. 

1. How do you see the mercy and faithfulness of God in Samson’s life even after his rebellion in 

the above verses? 

2. Do you think Samson overcame his mistakes?  Why or why not? 

3. Have you made mistakes that have been difficult to overcome? 

Things to Remember: 

• We all have made mistakes. 
• We will have better lives if we can keep our desires under control. 

• God can provide us with discipline so that we can keep most of our desires under control. 

• We can learn much about making bad decisions while reviewing Samson’s life. 

• Sometimes God will not rescue us from our bad decisions. 

• Making good decisions is not always easy. 

Prayer Focus: 

Ask God to help you keep your desires under control so that they don’t distract you from doing His 

will. 


