
 

 

     

 

 
 

Growth Group Discussion Questions 
Lesson:  LOVE ONE ANOTHER 

Key Bible Verses: John 13:34-35; John 15:12-17; Matthew 22:37-40;  
Romans 13:8-10; I Thessalonians 3:12-13; I Peter 1:21-23; Matthew 5:43-45 

Spring Quarter - Lesson 2 - Week of April 11, 2021 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

• What do you think it means to love one another within the Church, and what are some obstacles to 

doing that? 

• What is something you feel God is teaching you right now?  

DISCUSSION 

Jesus called His followers to love others.  If you were to ask people on the street what Jesus’ message was, 

they would probably answer with the word “love” or the phrase “love each other” or something like it. Most 

people, whether or not they have ever read the Bible, understand that love and compassion are at the heart of 

Jesus’ message. This is why there is a sense of public indignation when there is a perception that a group of 

Christians has not loved others well.  Christlikeness is expected of Christians, even by those who do not follow 

Christ. What do you think about this public expectation that Christians should be radically loving and 

compassionate because Jesus was? 

But what did Jesus really say about love?  What does the New Testament teach about loving others and how 

is it even possible to love others in the way that Jesus described?  Let’s review Jesus’ words in the Gospel of 

John. In His final hours with His disciples, on the eve of His arrest, Jesus spoke about love: “A new command I 

give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you love one another.  By this everyone will know that you 

are my disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:34-35). Jesus gave the commandment to love and followed 

it immediately with a description of how our love for each other should look.  We are called to love each other 

as Jesus loved us, which raises the profound question:  How has Jesus loved us?  

On the heels of that question, we must ask ourselves how can we love others in a way that reflects how Jesus 

loved us?  Understanding how Jesus has loved us is the key. Doing this will paint a picture in our hearts of how 

we are to love others.  Jesus also said in these two verses (John 13:34-35) that everyone will know that we are 

His disciples if we love others in this way.  This tells us that part of Jesus’ purpose in calling us to love each 

other was to make His message observable to the watching world. What message does it send to the world 

when we love others as Christ loved us? 

Jesus loved people who were not easy to love in first century Galilee and Judea - the sick, those who lorded 

their wealth over the impoverished, the publicly sinful, tax collectors, Gentiles, etc. 

1. Who, in our 21st century world, are like these groups and why have we struggled to love them well? 

2. Are there individuals in your life whom you have failed to love as Christ loved you?  How can you start? 
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3. In what ways have you made it difficult for others to love you? 

In John 15, Jesus expounded further on the subject of love. Read John 15:12-17 (ESV). In verse 13, Jesus 

alludes to His upcoming crucifixion.  The greatest expression of love, as Jesus states here, is self-sacrifice. 

1. Have you ever been loved by someone else in a way that was sacrificial for him?  How did it make you 

feel? 

2. How does it look to love others within the Church in a sacrificial way? 

3. How might it look to love others outside of the Church in a manner that is self-sacrificing? 

4. How would self-sacrificial love serve as a testimony to who Jesus is? 

In the Gospel of Matthew, we read about an interaction Jesus had with the religious authorities.  They asked 

Him about the greatest commandment, and He answered with these famous words in Matthew 22:37-40: 

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first 

and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two 

commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” Loving God with our whole being - emotional, spiritual, 

intellectual - is the greatest commandment.   Following closely on its heels, however, is the second greatest 

command: to love others as we love ourselves. 

1. What do you think it means to love others as we love ourselves? 

2. How is loving others in this way inherently sacrificial? 

Jesus also stated that loving God and others fulfils the fundamental call of Scripture: “All the Law and Prophets 

hang on these two commands,” he said.  Paul, in his letter to the church in Rome, stated the value of love and 

the debt that we have to love: Romans 13:8-10 (ESV) – “Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for 

the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.  For the commandments, You shall not commit adultery, You 

shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet, and any other commandment, are summed up in this 

word: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the 

fulfilling of the law.” Love is the fulfillment of the Law. Paul states this twice in these verses. The Greek word he 

used means literally to fill up, as a bucket is filled with water or a net is filled with fish. How is loving others 

filling up or completing the Law? 

Paul also characterizes Jesus’ command to love others as a perpetually outstanding debt. Have you ever 

thought of the call to love others as a debt? How does this change your view of Jesus’ commands in this area? 

Though it may be clear that we are commanded to love God and others, it can sometimes be difficult to know 

how that is possible.  We are inclined to think first of ourselves, so loving others well is something we struggle 

with.  In I Thessalonians 3:12-13, Paul gives us the key to how this is possible. Here, we see the answer: the 

Lord is the one who must make our love increase and overflow for one another.  We cannot manufacture 

Christlike love toward others.  God must strengthen our hearts to love in this way.  

1. How does it look to rely on the Spirit to supernaturally enable us to love others? 

2. Have you ever shown love toward someone when you didn’t want to and you could sense the Spirit 

working in spite of you?  What was that experience like? 

Peter wrote about loving each other in his letter that we call I Peter. Read I Peter 1:21-23.  

1. What do you think it means to love each other from the heart?  How would it look not to love someone 

from the heart? 

 



Growth Group Lesson 2 -3- Week of April 11, 2021 

 

If there is any doubt about the extent of Jesus’ command to love others, consider His shocking commandment 

in Matthew 5:43-45. Love your enemies!  That is a radical commandment. But in living that out, we are children 

of God.  This means that we resemble our heavenly Father by loving our enemies, because that is exactly 

what Jesus did on the cross for us.  We are to love people who love us, people who don ’t love us, and even 

people who hate us. 

KEYS TO REMEMBER 

• We are to love others as Christ loved us. 

• Love is self-sacrificial. 

• Love fulfills the Law. 

• To love God and to love others are the two greatest commandments. 

• Love is a perpetually outstanding debt. 

• Our love for others is meant to extend even to those who hate us. 

PRAYER FOCUS 

• Ask God to help you love Him and love others as He has called us to love. 


