
    
   

 
 
 
 
 
 

GROWTH GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
Fall Quarter - Lesson 2 - Week of September 19, 2021 

 

Lesson:  COMMISSIONED IN HIS PRESENCE 
As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you. – John 20:21 

Bible Verses: John 20:21; Judges 6:12; Ephesians 2:8-10; Acts 1:8; Matthew 28:19-20 

 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

1. Have you experienced COVID-19 isolation? If so, how you are doing? 

2. Have you ever had an encounter with God? 

INTRODUCTION 

Beyond being with you and talking with you through His Word, the Father has another goal. He also 

wants to work powerfully through you. How has God worked through you recently? 

The goal of your life is not only to enjoy God but to help others enjoy a relationship with the Father 

too. God is shaping you by His voice (Holy Spirit, His word, etc.), not just for your good but for the 

good of others. The Father desires to bless you, and then He intends to bless others through you. 

This pattern, called commissioning, is found throughout Scripture. Have you blessed other people 

since God has been with you? 

DISCUSSION 

Abraham, Gideon, and Jesus’ disciples are all examples of this commissioning. Each encountered 

God, listened to Him, received revelation and identity, and they were sent out to bless those around 

them. Let’s look at each of these commissioning encounters. 

Abraham: Blessed to Bless Others. 

Genesis 12 introduces an important character. The tower of Babel incident had just occurred. The 

nations were scattered and the languages confused. In one of these nations, a man named Abram 

was minding his own business when God appeared to him. This was God’s choice and initiative. God 

encountered Abram and promised to bless him and be with him. He called Abram to follow Him, step 

by step, to the new land. Even though Abram and his wife, Sarai, were childless and well past child-

bearing years, God promised to give them children and bless them. God changed Abram’s name to 

Abraham, which means “father of nations.”  Sarai’s name was changed to Sarah. God’s presence and 

voice changed Abraham into a fruitful father and made him a blessing to nations. 

• Have you been changed by your encounter with God? If so, describe the change. 

• How do you live out your change so that others are blessed? 
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Gideon: Mighty Man of Valor 

Judges 6 introduces another important character named Gideon. The people of Israel had been 

experiencing severe oppression by the Midianites. Food was scarce and morale was low. Gideon and 

all the people of Israel were afraid and discouraged. God appeared to Gideon. He encountered a 

scared young man who was threshing wheat in a winepress and said to him, “The Lord is with you, O 

mighty man of valor (Judges 6:12).”  Gideon experienced God’s presence and received an identity 

change. Gideon saw himself as insignificant and afraid, but God saw him as a man of courage and 

bravery. 

• Describe a time when you were scared and felt like you had nowhere to turn and God showed 

up to change the situation and your faith. 

In the presence of God, Gideon received a new identity. Gideon was afraid and timid before 

encountering God. He became a brave and mighty warrior because God was with him. God’s 

presence and voice changed Gideon into a brave warrior who rescued his people from oppression.  

• How are you doing with your commissioning?  

• What do you believe that God has commissioned you to do before you die? 

The Disciples: You Will Be My Witnesses 

After His resurrection, Jesus appeared to His disciples. Discouraged and afraid, the disciples believed 

that those who had killed Jesus were coming for them next. Knowing they were afraid, He said, 

“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you. And then Jesus breathed 

on them and said to them, receive the Holy Spirit (John 20:21-22).” 

In Acts 1, right before His ascension back to heaven, Jesus said to these same disciples, “You will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 

and in Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth (Acts 1:8).”  After encountering Jesus, they 

became bold witnesses of His kingdom and the good news.  

• Can people see that you have had an encounter with Jesus? 

• What was your identity before you experienced the presence of God? 

The change in the disciples was undeniable. Even the Jewish religious leaders noticed the change. 

The disciples were commissioned in an encounter with the resurrected Jesus. This commissioning 

extends to all disciples of Christ whom He commands to “Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 

to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age 

(Matthew 28:19-20).” 

Again, we see the pattern of commissioning. Common, uneducated men and women encounter the 

risen Jesus. The identity of the disciples has changed. God’s presence and voice changed them into 

bold and powerful witnesses of Jesus.  
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God’s Workmanship: 

The Father wants to do the same thing through you and me. We may feel unfruitful like Abraham, but 

Jesus wants to use us to bless generations of people. We may feel afraid and timid like Gideon, but 

Jesus wants to give us courage and His presence to accomplish His will through us. What things do 

you need to let go of in order to participate more with Jesus in carrying out His will? 

Read Ephesians 2:8-10: 

• What do these verses mean? 

• Can these verses help you in carrying out God’s commission? 

We Don’t Need to Miss Out: 

What our families need most is for us to grow in friendship with God. They need us to stay in the 

presence of God, receive our new identity over our lives, and walk with Him every day, sharing His 

Word as we go. 

• Have you prioritized God’s presence in your life? 

• Have you been able to identify the assignments that God has for you?  

Do not miss this: Jesus wants to personally engage with each of us. One of the great benefits of the 

new covenant is that we don’t have to settle for a Moses-model Christianity. We can approach God 

through Jesus. We do not have to wait on church leadership to enter into the presence of God. 

Let’s encourage each other to get in God’s presence and share the good news with others along with 

our identity change. Tell others how Jesus has changed us. 

Things to Remember: 

• We have personal invitations to enter into God’s presence. 

• We should expect to have encounters with God. 

• Often, our encounters with God will change our lives. 

• We are God’s workmanship. 

Prayer Focus: God, help me to bless others through my life. 

 

 

 


